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help themselves; and whether our gigantic system of relief,
with inefficient checks on abuse, is not doing as much harm
as good by sapping all manly self-reliance and replacing it
with the ethics of the chronic pauper. The difficulty, of
course, is to help those in need and deserving, for the needy
undeserving are well served by the Poor-law, while the
sufficiently well-to-do are told to help themselves. Does
this almost insolvent condition of so many of our hospitals
obtain all over our country ?

Ladies’ Health Society.
The Ladies’ Health Society, in union with the Manchester

and Salford Sanitary Association, held its thirty-ninth annual
meeting on Jan. llth in the Manchester Town Hall. It
was presided over by the Lord illayor. One or two fresh
departures were made during the year. Special attention 
had been paid by the health visitors to giving the people
information as to the infectious nature of consamption and
how best to prevent its spread, guided, of course, by the
instructions or Dr. Niven. These health visitors go from
house to house, see the conditions under which the people
are living, and are often able to improve them. They
report defective drainage and insanitary arrangements to
the authorities, give advice, often practical, in cases of
illness-not interfering with the medical man I may
hope-and instruct mothers in the feeding of infants.
Sometimes they help in the actual cleaning of a room

and give assistance in any way they can. All this
work is directed and overlooked by the lady superin-
tendents. But more help is needed. The area to be
covered is too great for the resources of the society and
many parts of the town are untouched. But, like many of
our charitable and philanthropic societies, it lacks support,
and even with the valuable aid given by the corporations of
Manchester and Salford the expenditure exceeds the income.
The honorary treasurer stated that with subscriptions of
Z297 they had practically a loss of .6100. The Dean of
Manchester drew attention to the fact that the income
had not increased during the last 20 years. It is not
a time to expect a great accession of subscriptions
when special and urgent calls are so numerous, but
if the hundreds in Manchester who give largely were
supplemented by the many thousands who could give a little
our hospitals and other agencies for the benefit of those who
need help would soon be in a more flourishing condition. The
Dean thought that many ladies would find recreation in the
best sense for the mind and spirit, if not for the body, in
going to and fro in the great working-class districts of
Manchester, ministering not merely of their substance but
also of their kindly sympathy.

Salford Workhouse Question.
At the meeting of the Salford Board of Guardians on

Jan. 19th the question of the building of a new workhouse
was under discussion. The estimate for the undertaking
was &pound;201,137, which was afterwards brought down to

&pound;194,771. There is also a scheme for providing cottage
homes for the workhouse children which it is expected will
cost not less than &pound;50,000, and one of the guardians pointed
out that if both were pushed forward at once their borrowing
powers would be largely exceeded. In the end it was decided
to defer the consideration of the plans for the workhouse
until those for the cottage homes had been submitted.
This seems a wise decision, for the removal of the
children from the workhouse atmosphere-both mental
and physical-to cottages where the pauper surround-

ings will be less obtrusive cannot but be good
for them. And of course the removal of the children
will greatly relieve the pressure on the workhouse and give,
according to the testimony of one of the guardians, accom-
modation for 300 persons and meet all requirements for the
next 10 years. If this be so the need for the immediate
erection of a new workhouse is not apparent, but some
members of public bodies are never happy unless they can be
spending the ratepayers’ money either wisely or anwisely.

Vaceination of Oldham Pauper Children.
At the meeting of the Oldham Board of Guardians on

Jan. llth it was stated that " it was a regular thing for the
doctor to vaccinate children without receiving the consent
of the parents." The chairman moved a resolution forbidding
this and went on to say that " there was no doubt the
medical fraternity were rushing the Vaccination Act to all
intents and purposes, whatever this may mean. He said that
" about &pound;1000 a year would be spent by that board in

administering the Act and he thought it was scandalous
that that amount of money should be spent." Presumably
the chairman would not think it scandalous if he aided and
abetted an outbreak of small-pox.

Jan. 23rd. 
____ ____

SCOTLAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Edinburgh Royal Infirmary.
AT a meeting of the managers of Edinburgh Royal

Infirmary held on Jan. 22nd a donation was intimated from
Mr. Thomas Aitken of Nivingston and 5, Grosvenor-crescent
of the sum of .E40,000. In consideration of this the

managers agreed to name a ward the " Aitken Ward " and
recorded in the minutes an expression of their deep gratitude
to Mr. Aitken for his munificent donation to the infirmary
and of their hope that he would be long spared to take an
interest in the ward. Mr. Aitken is the manager of the
London and Edinburgh Steam Shipping Company.

Hospital for Incurables in Dundee.
The Queen has graciously consented that the new hospital

for incurables which has been established in Dundee to
commemorate the Diamond Jubilee should be called The
Royal Victoria Hospital."

Typhoid Epidemic in Ayr.
The typhoid fever epidemic seems to be again increasing

in the burgh of Ayr. The total number of cases is now 196.
There have been 23 deaths in all, four of these having
occurred since Jan. lst. Nearly all the cases have come
from the Newton and Wallacetown districts of the town.

Jan. 23rd.

IRELAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

The City of Dubli-n Hospital.
MR. HENRY MOORE of Mercer’s Hospital, who has recently

left Dublin for service in South Africa, has been unanimously
elected surgeon to the City of Dublin Hospital to fill the
vacancy caused by the death of Dr. W. I. Wheeler. Mr
Moore will assume his duties on his return from the Cape.

Death of the Registrar- General for Ireland.
Dr. Thomas Wrigley Grimshaw, for many years Registrar-

General for Ireland, died from pneumonia on Jan. 23rd at
Carrickmines, after an illness of only one week’s duration.
He was in his sixty-first year. Recently the duties of the
Registrar-General-always of an important character in
connexiun with public medical, sanitary, and statistical
subjects-were rendered particularly onerous owing to the
very exceptional death-rate of Dublin. Dr. Grimshaw
was a Fellow and ex-President of the Royal College of
Physicians of Ireland and a consulting physician to a
number of hospitals. He rendered most efficient service
on many Government Commissions. It is recognised on all
hands that his difficult duties were always discharged, not
alone with conspicuous ability, but also with singular
fidelity, tact, and courtesy. Dr. Grimshaw’s death will be
deplored by a very wide circle of his friends, while his loss
as a prominent and most highly efficient public servant will
be severely felt.

The Irish Hospital for South Africa.
The arrangements for Lord Iveagh’s Irish Hospital for

South Africa have now been completed. The hospital will
be under the charge of Sir William Thomson, surgeon-in-
chief ; Mr. George Stoker, second surgeon; Dr. James
Coleman, physician ; and Dr. Alfred Friel of Waterford,
surgeon. Sir William Thomson has arranged to leave for

Cape Town on Feb. 3rd.

Infringement of the Vaccination Acts.
A curious case came before the Belfast police-court on

Jan. 19th. The Belfast Poor-law Guardians summoned a
man for not having his child (born in Ireland on May 9th,
1899) vaccinated. - The man tried to get out of the difficulty
by obtaining an exemption certificate made out in England.
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This document came from the magistrates in Newcastle-on-
Tyne and stated that the parent of the child, residing in
Belfast, had satisfied them that he conscientiously believed
that vaccination would be prejudicial to the health of his
child. The Belfast magistrate having pointed out that at the
time that this exemption certificate was made out in England
the child was in Ireland (where it still resided), and that
the Act under which conscientious objectors claim exemp-
tion does not apply to Ireland or Scotland, fined the man
10s. and 12s. 6d. costs.

.Londonderry Asylum.
At the monthly meeting of the committee of management

of the Londonderry Lunatic Asylum on Jan. 19th a proposal
came up to follow the precedent of County Donegal and
County Tyrone and leave ample room in the existing asylum
for the 139 city of Derry patients by providing accommoda-
tion for the 333 county patients in some of the almost empty
workhouses of the county. The discussion was adjourned.

T7te Influenza Epidemic.
There is still no abatement in the number of persons

attacked or in the virulence of the influenza visitation. From
all parts of ’the north of Ireland the report is that the out-
break is more widespread and more severe than any since
the first visitation.
Jan. 23rd. 

_________________

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Nero Bl&acirc;ldi’l1gs of the Society of Surgery.
THE Society of Surgery has just entered into possession of

its new buildings and for the future will occupy a mansion
of its own where it will be absolutely in a position to receive
and do honour to both members and guests. This is the
fourth time that the society has changed its quarters. At
its foundation in 1843 the society used to meet at the Hotel
de Ville where the Prefect of the Seine put a room at the
disposition of the members. After the burning of
the Hotel de Ville the society held some meetings
at the Practical School of the Faculty of Medicine, after-
wards in the buildings of the Philomathic Society, and in
1852 in the buildings of the ancient Abbey of St. Germain
des Pres, where also was held a school of dentistry. Here
it remained until the present day, although somewhat
straitened for room and under most inconvenient
circumstances for the exhibition of cases. The new

quarters are at 12, Rue de Seine, and are admirably
fitted for their intended use. The room to be used for
meetings is large and well lit, while artificial light is

supplied by electricity. Behind the platform in the meeting
room is a very large passage into which open two other
rooms. One of these will serve as a committee-room and the
other as a room for showing patients. On the first floor are
three magnificent rooms which will serve for the library. The
expenses of this new undertaking, which are very consider-
able, will be defrayed out of the funds which the society has
in hand and a somewhat heavy personal contribution
for which every member has made himself responsible.
The medical press suggests that as the society has enlarged
its place of meeting it should also become less select. The
number of members is limited. Hospital surgeons them-
selves are not all members, but are only elected after a term
of probation. As for surgeons who do not belong to the
staff of a hospital-as, for instance, Doyen-no one, however
celebrated, has ever been a member of the society. There
is no definite rule to this effect, but at every election if
a hospital surgeon presents himself he is nominated for
election, for the society is entirely composed of his col-

leagues.
Crusade of the Medical Press against Travelling Spirit-bars.
The whole of the medical press is joining in a vigorous

campaign initiated by the medical profession against alco-
holism, and particularly against the refreshment carriages
which some of the railway companies attach to their
suburban trains, and which afford opportunity for workmen
and employes to get drunk on the journey. The adoption
of these carriages on the Government railways has called
forth unanimous protestations. It is quite obvious that the
chief way to lessen the consumption of alcohol is to lessen

the opportunities open to idlers of getting it, and it might
be hoped that the workman who is obliged to go home by
train after his day’s work would be able to escape in this
way from the temptations offered by the public-houses which
swarm in the vicinity of the factories. Once arrived at his
home his surroundings begin to influence him all the more that
he has no bad companions. Unfortunately the refreshment
carriages do away with this beneficent interval, for firstly
the drinks are much cheaper than in a public-house and the
very carriage attracts the workman by being so much more
comfortable than the ordinary carriage. The Northern
Railway Company is doing its best to put down this new
propaganda of alcohol and it is to be the more admired for
this as its action deprives it of a certain amount of profit.
The company has formally prohibited the use of these
refreshment carriages on its system. There are, how-
ever, certain trains running successively over the lines
of the Western Company and the Northern Company.
On leaving the Western Company’s terminus they
pick up refreshment carriages belonging to the latter

company, but when they arrive at Sannois, a station
which belongs to the Northern Company, that company
insists upon the carriage being uncoupled and the train is
connected to it again on its return journey. As regards the
other companies, however, it will be very difficult to make
them give up an absolutely certain source of income solely
with a view to forwarding social interests. It might be
possible to lessen the evil by asking the Minister in charge of
the railways to insist that the companies should make the
price of places in their refreshment carriages very much
higher.

Jan. 23ra.

BERLIN.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Ladies as Menibers of the Berlin Medical Society.
A RATHER tumultuous meeting of the Berlin Medical

Society took place on Jan. lOth, when a motion standing in
the names of Dr. Zadek and Dr. Freudenberg concerning the
admission of ladies into the society was discussed. Accord-
ing to Article 4 of the by-laws only a duly qualified medical
man or a doctor rite promotus is eligible for membership of
the Berlin Medical Society. Ladies engaged in medical prac-
tice here are therefore doubly ineligible-in the first place
because they have all obtained their qualifications abroad
and are therefore regarded by the German law as unquali-
fied practitioners, and in the second place because in
the by-law in question the term of "doctor promotus" (not
promota) is used. Dr. Zadek and Dr. Freudenberg pro-
posed that medical men and medical women should be
eligible. The committee of the society interpreted the
by-law as meaning that only a duly qualified medical
person was eligible, thus excluding not only medical
women, but also holders of the M.D. degree without the
State qualification. Dr. Zadek urged that the Society
ought to regard not the diploma, but the scientific attain-
ments of the candidate, and that it was unjust to reject
ladies because they were not entitled to become legally
qualified in the present state of the German law. Professor
Virchow in the name of the committee said that
the Berlin Medical Society was not a body insti-
tuted for the purpose of determining whether a

given individual was professionally competent or not;
they had only to inquire whether a candidate possessed
the State qualification or not. If they were to receive an
unqualified person on the ground of his or her scientific
attainments they would create by this action a kind of
medical qualification granted not by the State, but by the
society. After a long and animated discussion the motion of
Dr. Zadek was rejected and the motion of the committee was
accepted by a large majority. The attendance of members
of the society at this meeting was far greater than on
ordinary occasions, and the galleries of the society’s room
were crowded with spectators, among whom were several
ladies.

Legislation with respect to Private Laboratories.
The Vossische Zeitung, a Berlin periodical, reports that a

Bill relative to laboratory work will be introduced by the
Government. It is said that the Bill will contain provisions
by which investigators will be compelled to take precautions


